MODERN TRAVEL

cleanly and deeply to show the thigh bone from
the hip almost to the knee. He saw it too and
looked very surprised, and put his hand on it while
people jumped over the barrier and ran toward
him to carry him to the infirmary. The technical
error that he had committed was in not keeping
the red cloth of the muleta between himself and
the bull until the charge ; then at the moment of
jurisdiction as it is called, when the bull's lowered
head reaches the cloth, swaying back while he held
the cloth, spread by the stick and the sword,
far enough forward so that the bull following it
would be clear of his body. It was a simple
technical error.

That night at the caf6 I heard no word of sym-
pathy for him. He was ignorant, he was torpid,
and he was out of training, Why did he insist
on being a bullfighter ? Why did he go down on
both knees ? Because he was a coward, they said.
The knees are for cowards. If he was a coward
why did he insist on being a bullfighter ? There
was no natural sympathy for uncontrollable
nervousness, because he was a paid public per-
former. It was perferable that he be gored rather
than run from the bull To be gored was honour-
able ; they would have sympathized with him
had he been caught in one of his nervous uncon-
trollable jerky retreats, which, although they
mocked, they knew were from lack of training,
rather than for him to have gone down on his
knees. Because the hardest thing when frightened
by the bull is to control the feet and let the bull
come, and any attempt to control the feet was
honourable, even though they jeered at it because
it looked ridiculous. But when he went on both
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